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EEAA Website: 
www.eeaa.us 

   Environmental Education Association of Alabama  Fall , 2018 

 

A Message from Our President 

by Mandy Pearson 
 

 

 

 

 

"The forest has been a place in fairy tales 
and in Shakespeare where you go and dis-
cover who you are."                                                                                        
    David Farr 

There is so much beauty, wonder, and magic in nature! So many of us 
have pursued a career in environmental education to share and explore 
that beauty, wonder, and magic. That is the very focus of the EEAA 2019 
conference:  “Magic and Wonder on the Mountain.” Our 2019 confer-
ence will take place on Alabama's highest point, Cheaha Mountain, in 
Cheaha State Park. This mountain park has scenic beauty on every side! 

 We are delighted to announce two wonderful keynote speakers. Steve 
Jones is a renowned author and speaker, focusing on nature-inspired 
learning and leading. He has served as the CEO for Fairmont State Uni-
versity, Antioch University New England, Urbana University, University of 
Alaska Fairbanks, and is a long-standing environmental educator. He will 
share a wealth of wisdom on Thursday night, February 28, 2019. Our 
second keynote speaker, Steve Trash, has performed internationally. He 
is an eco-magician whose performances focus on recycling, ecology, and 
the environment. His creative performances inspire participants to see 
the beauty, wonder, and magic in nature! Steve Trash will be the keynote 
speaker on Friday night, March 1st.  

Throughout 2019, Alabama will be celebrating its 200th birthday. We will 
celebrate Alabama’s “Bio-centennial through a special Pre-Conference 
EE Workshop: “Campus Critters - Exploring Schoolyard Biodiversi-
ty.” This workshop will focus on activities that involve plants and animals 
that can be found on the grounds of most Alabama schools. Teachers will 
receive a wealth of EE curriculum and teaching tools. Space is limited, so 
register for this workshop soon!  

At the conference, we will have several great field trips to choose from, 
including: Tour of Munford Elementary School, USFS Talladega Na-
tional Forest, Waterfall Hike, Zentangle on the Mountain, 
and Interpretive Hike in Cheaha State Park. Come learn through a vari-
ety of exciting sessions, in a beautiful setting, while enjoying the fellow-
ship and opportunity to network with amazing environmental educators! 
We hope to see you at Cheaha State Park! Don’t delay, register TODAY! 

 EEAA News 

Highlights: 

• President’s Message 

• Annual Conference &  

BEEP Awards  

• News 

• Save the Dates 

• Miscellaneous 

EEAA Officers: 

President: 
Mandy Pearson 
 

Vice President: 
Shelly Taliaferro 
 

Secretary: 
Christine Johnston 
 
Treasurer: 
Shirley Farrell 
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EEAA Annual Conference 

“Magic and Wonder on the Mountain” 

Cheaha State Park 

February 28—March 2, 2019 
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Pre-Conference Workshop 

Campus Critters – Exploring Schoolyard Biodiversity  

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Thanks to a grant from the Alabama Association of R, C, & D Councils, 

board members Shirley Ferrell and Shelly Taliaferro will present a pre-

conference workshop entitled “Campus Critters - Exploring Schoolyard 

Biodiversity” at Cheaha State Park. This workshop will engage partici-

pants in a variety of hands-on classroom and field experiences,         

emphasizing plants and animals that are found on most school 

grounds. Each participant will receive a “Critter Kit”, a tub filled with 

LOTS of great curriculum and equipment, to keep and use in their 

classroom. The cost of the pre-conference workshop is $25, to cover 

lunch and snacks. The workshop is limited to 30 participants. Register 

today, this workshop will fill up quickly! 
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY! 
 

The cost of the pre-conference workshop is $25, to cover lunch and snacks. Nine very lucky 
educators, one from each of the nine R,C, & D councils (shown below) will receive a schol-
arship for the FULL conference. The scholarship covers the costs of the pre-conference 
workshop, in addition to the entire EEAA conference, including the conference registra-
tion fee, a one year membership to EEAA, and lodging. The full scholarship also covers 
transportation costs to and from Cheaha State Park and pay for a substitute teacher (!!!). 
This is a wonderful opportunity for educators! The pre-conference workshop is limited to 
30 participants. Please register soon to hold your place and apply for the scholarship! 

 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION:   https:/www.eeaa.us/2019conference  

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION - APPLY ONLINE AT:  https://tinyurl.com/2019EEAA 

Deadline to apply is January 5, 2019.  

Selected applicants will be notified by January 12, 2019. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eeaa.us%2f2019conference&c=E,1,zgACBd9j0wgP7AraN1LK2Pnzmv2U9gwS_zQgBZUl0lDzVJu4vBpIsvekbKcU4RrVLpuWZapHRKBTN41Yphs13--8FBQGcvV7i8aIj5zfiDShQB173jh7BIFM&typo=1
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2019 Conference 

Keynote Speakers 

 

 

Stephen B. Jones, Ph.D., Keynote Speaker, Thursday, February 28 

 

 

Steve Jones, PhD, is a board member of the Alabama State Parks Foundation, CEO of Great Blue Heron, 

LLC, and former CEO of Fairmont State University, Antioch University New England, Urbana University and 

University of Alaska Fairbanks and former board chair at the University of the Arctic. Now 45 years beyond his degree in Forest-

ry, Steve is devoting his life to championing the cause of Nature-Inspired Learning and Leading. He founded the Nature Based 

Leadership Institute at Antioch University New England in 2015 while serving as the institution’s president. Steve preceded his 

34 years in higher education with a dozen years in the paper and allied-products manufacturing industry where, among other 

assignments, he conducted tree nutrition and forest-fertilization research for four years and served another two years in the 

Corporate Office of Environmental Affairs. As Alabama region land manager from 1981-84, he oversaw operations on the com-

pany’s 500 square miles of forestland across 32 Alabama counties. Steve has a doctorate in applied ecology. He and his wife of 

46 years, Judy, live in the Tennessee Valley region of north Alabama. Steve and Judy have a daughter and son and five grandchil-

dren. Steve volunteers as a teacher of courses relating to Nature-Inspired Learning and Leading at Huntsville’s Learning QUEST, 

the University of Alabama in Huntsville’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, and at THRIVE Senior Living in Huntsville.  

 

 

 

Steve Trash, Keynote Speaker, Friday, March 1 

 

An award-winning performer, Steve Trash performs at theaters, fairs and festivals all over the 

world. Steve created the world’s first eco-friendly green magic set which is a little magic kit that can 

be used by children or adults. The magic kit is made of renewable bamboo and rubber tree wood, making it environmentally 

friendly. Recently, in 2013, Steve Trash and Kelvin Holly released an album called The Trash Tunes.[2] He has recently created 

The Recycle Cycle which is a mobile recycling edu-station. He created this to promote and help children to understand the im-

portance of keeping our earth clean and litter free. The Rockin' Eco Hero—Steve Trash has entertained over 25million people, 

since 1984. He's appeared in theatres, fairs, and festivals all over the world including: Japan, Australia, Canada, Portugal, Spain 

and the UAE- United Arab Emirates. He's appeared on CBS, ESPN, CNBC, HLN, and VH1. He's been written about in the New York 

Times, the Los Angeles Times, CBS Marketwatch, Film Threat, Movie Maker Magazine, Alabama Business Magazine, Boxing 

News, and Weekly Reader. An award winning performer, Steve Trash (EEAA - 2011 - Environmental Educator of the Year Award 

Winner AND 2017 - Best Environmental Science Curriculum Winner) is also a founding board member of Keep The Shoals Beauti-

ful and is a lifetime member of the Alabama Association for Environmental Education. Steve was green way before green was 

cool! He actually lives in a green home in the tiny hamlet of Frog Pond, Alabama. The house is partially underground, utilizing the 

temperature of the earth to regulate the temperature of the house. It is designed for thermal mass insulation, features many 

reduced energy consumption appliances, has a composting bathtub in his backyard and has a 21 panel TEN K SOLAR RAIS WAVE 

photovoltaic array in his front yard. 
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Pre-Conference Workshop: Campus Critters: Exploring Schoolyard Biodiversity 

Thursday, February 28, from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
In this workshop, 30 teachers will receive training with a variety of environmental education curricula, in-

cluding Project WILD, Project Learning Tree, Flying WILD, and Private Eyes. Engage in lab and field activi-

ties to investigate schoolyard habitat and its inhabitants. Participants will receive a "Critter Kit" filled with 

curriculum materials and related equipment to use with your students. Teachers will investigate trees, 

birds, and schoolyard wildlife, while learning about ways to integrate technology and conduct "citizen sci-

ence." Scholarships available. See below for more information.  

 

            

Field Trips, Friday, March 1 

Spend Friday morning during the Conference in one of five Field Trips. Field Trips costs vary from $15.00-

25.00. Field trip fees cover lunch, transportation (if applicable), and supplies. You may only attend one 

Field Trip.  

• Tour of Munford Elementary School $15.00 (Limited to 15 participants) Join past president, Kim Mur-

ray, for a tour of one-of-a-kind facility which opened in August of 2001. The building depicts and pro-

motes aspects of the great outdoors in every nook and cranny. Each of these wings features exhibits 

that continue the school's overall theme: "Discovering Through Nature The Enchantment of Learning." 

In the cafeteria, students step into a complete nature scene surrounded by murals that depict local 

landscapes. and a 250 gallon aquarium.  

• USFS Talladega National Forest $15.00 (Limited to 10 participants) The US Forest Service protects and 

conserves over 200,000 acres of land in the Talladega National Forest. This forest is covered in rolling 

green hills of longleaf and mixed hardwood forests. Come to see a cross-section of the fruits of their 

labor in protecting this beautiful forest.  

• Waterfall Hike $15.00 (Limited to 10 participants) This is a magical tour of waterfalls on Cheaha moun-

tain and in the Talladega National Forest. We will see six waterfalls (weather permitting) and gallivant 

on easy to moderate hikes.  

• Zentangle on the Mountain-Onsite $25.00 (Limited to 40 participants) During this fully hands-on class, 

you will learn Zentangle® in a fun, relaxing atmosphere. Zentangle® is an easy-to-learn, relaxing, and 

fun way to create beautiful images by simply drawing patterns known as “tangles”. No art or drawing 

experience is necessary. If you can draw a period, a line, a circle, or the letters C and S, you can draw 

“tangles”! Fees cover lunch and supplies which include a mini-kit for you to continue to “Tangle on the 

Mountain” and at home.  

• Interpretive Hike in Cheaha State Park $15.00 (Limited to 10 participants) Cheaha is Alabama's highest 

point and oldest state park. This park is a living time capsule. Follow the park naturalist on an interpre-

tive hike to a beautiful scenic outlook.  
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Venue 

Take a trip to the highest point in Alabama. At 2,407 feet above sea level, Cheaha Resort State Park, locat-

ed on top of Cheaha Mountain, has breathtaking views and adventurous recreational activities. This 2,799-

acre mountaintop retreat offers visitors a little bit of everything. Named by the Native American "Creek" 

nation in Muskogee language, “Chaha” means "high place." Cheaha Resort State Park is truly a magnificent 

Alabama destination with Vista Cliffside Restaurant, accessible and extreme trails, cultural heritage, and 

more!  

 

Lodging 
Cheaha State Park offers lodging in different forms.  

Hotel rooms have one king bed or 2 double beds with the ammenities of most hotels. The restaurant is located next 

to the hotel.  

 

A few cabins are available. These cabins offer different views within the park. They sleep 2-4 people, depending on 

the cabin you reserve. They have a queen size bed, in an open floorplan, with the kitchenette, living room & sleeping 

area combined, and they include a full bathroom.  

 

Another option is rustic chalets. With high-vaulted ceilings and panoramic views from the large front windows, each 

chalet sleeps up to four guests, comfortably. They include full kitchens, living rooms, and two bedrooms, with one 

queen-size bed in each bedroom.  

 

You will need to make arrangements for lodging separately from the conference registration. You can 

make reservations online at https://guestrez.megasyshms.com/ C8MMM, or call 256-488-5115. Use 

code 1985 to receive reduced lodging rates for motel rooms, chalets and cabins. Space is limited. Reserve 

your room early. 

 

Other Lodging Choices 
In addition to lodge rooms, cabins, and A-frame chalets, we offer improved camping, in the park, semi-primitive 

camping, near the highest point, and primitive camping, near Cheaha Lake. There is also primitive camping along 

mountainside trails, offering campers numerous options for getting close to nature.    To book a camping site, go to 

https:// guestrez.megasyshms.com/5FGGQ or call (256) 488-5111 or (800) 610-5801.  

Left to Right:  

Hotel Room, Cabin, Chalet 

More info and photos at: https://

www.alapark.com/cheaha-state-park 
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REGISTRATION: 

Pre-Conference Workshop on Thursday, 2/28  

(includes lunch). Space is limited to 30 participants. 

___ EE Workshop: Campus Critters- Exploring Schoolyard     

Biodiversity, from 9:00-4:00 (Earlybird by 2/8/19)……$25  

___ EE Workshop: Campus Critters- Exploring Schoolyard     

Biodiversity from 9:00-4:00 (After 2/8/19)….….......$30  

 

Registration Fee (includes meals on Friday and Saturday):  

__ Full Registration (Early bird by 2/8/19)…....….…$175  

__ Full Registration (After 2/8/19) ……................…$190  

__ One-day Registration……….........................….…$125          

Includes one day’s meals, select day: FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

Lodging: You can make reservations online at: https://

guestrez.megasyshms. com/C8MMM, or call (256) 488-

5115. Use code 1985 to receive reduced lodging rates 

for motel rooms, chalets and cabins. To book a camping 

site, go to https://guestrez.megasyshms.com/5FGGQ, or 

call (256) 488-5111 or (800) 610-5801.  

 

Field Trip: Select one field trip (Lunch is included):  

__ Tour of Munford Elementary School ....................$15  

__ USFS Talladega National Forest ...........................$15  

__ Waterfall Hike....................................................…$15  

__ Zentangle on the Mountain..................................…$25  

__ Interpretive Hike in Cheaha State Park ............…$15 Special  

 

Needs? For more information, or special dietary or mobility 

concerns, please contact Shirley Farrell at shifarr@gmail.com.  

                                                                                          

Register for the conference online at: 

https:// www eeaa.us/2019conference                   

 

Register for lodging using the info to the 

left.  

For a map showing locations of restaurant, hotel, cabins, chalets, camping, the 

lodge, hiking trails etc., click the link below: 

https://www.alapark.com/sites/alapark.com/files/CheahaTrailMap_Final.pdf 

The mountains are calling……………….. 
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Call for Proposals! 

Magic and Wonder on the Mountain 

 

The Annual Conference of the Environmental Education Association of Alabama 

     February 28- March 2, 2019 

Cheaha State Park, 19644 Hwy 281 Delta, AL 36258 

 

PROPOSAL DEADLINE: Monday, December 24, 2018 
 

GET YOUR PROPOSALS IN!! 

 

EEAA’s Program Committee is seeking presentations for the association’s upcoming conference. Proposals may 
support the theme “Magic and Wonder on the Mountain” and should enhance educators’ abilities to connect 
people to the natural world and foster responsible stewardship. Please note: EEAA focuses on learning about and 
teaching others about the beauty and biodiversity of Alabama and all the wonderful natural resources that help 
to define our state. We are specifically seeking presentations in these areas but are not limiting sessions to these 
topics. We will be offering three program tracts:  

 

1. Natural History – To provide exploration, knowledge and an appreciation of Alabama’s natural resources. Poten-
tial topics: environmental/nature themed “bridges” to discovery and learning, information about Alabama’s rivers, 
geological/plant/animal identification presentations, information about Alabama’s many diverse species and habi-
tats, print and digital environmental learning possibilities. 

2. Non-Formal – For those who provide environmental education at centers, museums, parks, etc. Potential topics: 
management and hiring issues, incorporating diverse audiences, building an ecology program, program evaluation, 
grant writing, advocacy group opportunities/updates, water resource and conservation initiatives.  

3. Formal – Designed for the classroom educator. Potential topics: schoolyard gardens, sustainability in the class-
room, EE and reading, EE and the arts, teaching EE in the city, hands-on biology and ecology activities.  

 

Tips for a Successful Proposal:  

• Incorporate science content and methods. 

• Tie into the theme. 

• Provide take-home materials. 

• Include an outdoor element. 

• Correlate your presentation to the Alabama Course of Study 
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Return proposal by Monday, December 24, 2018 to:  

Jo Dale at eeaaproposals@gmail.com 

*NOTE: ALL PRESENTERS ARE REQUIRED TO REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE BY JANUARY 23, 2019!  

You will be sent an email confirmation once the proposal has been received. 

You will be notified by email, stating whether your proposal is accepted, before January 1, 2019.  

Contact Jo Dale at 205.835.1773, or at the email address listed above, if you have any questions. 

PRESENTATION 

TITLE 

(50 characters max) 

  

PRESENTER(s)   

  

Institution(s)   

Email Address(es)   

Phone Number(s)  

TRACT(s)  __Natural History   __Non-Formal     __Formal 

TARGET GROUP (Check all that apply) 

__K-3  __4-6  __7-9  __10-12  __Public  __Other 

PRESENTATION NEEDS (Check all that apply) 

 Time needed:  __1 Hour  __2 Hours  __Flexible - Can be 1 or 2 hours 

 Room Set-up:  __Tables and Chair __Lecture Style        __Outdoors 

 Audiovisual:   __Screen*    __TV/VCR    

__Other ________________________________ 

*Presenters are responsible for bringing computers and projectors if needed. 

TYPE OF PROGRAM (Check all that apply) 

 __ Make and Take              __Hands-On                __Discussion                  __Lecture/Presentation 

COURSE OF STUDY CORRELATIONS (if appropriate) 

 List Subject, Grade and Standard Number (example: Science, 2nd, #5)            

 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 

 
Write:    
(1) 20 - 30 word “teaser” for the Conference Program Guide, and                                                                              
(2) 50-200 word description of your program for the selection process. 

 
 

mailto:eeaaproposals@gmail.com
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Dear Friend of the Environment, 

The Environmental Education Association of Alabama (EEAA) will be hosting its annual conference “Magic and  

Wonder on the Mountain” February 28- March 2, 2019 at one of Alabama’s greatest treasures, Cheaha State Park!  

Each year, this gathering brings together teachers and environmental education (EE) professionals who dedicate their 

lives to helping others understand and appreciate the connections we all have with each other and the natural world.  

The EEAA conference has become an annual gathering of kindred spirits who share ideas and foster great relation-

ships.  

EEAA would love to have your support this year as a sponsor. This is your chance to connect with teachers who are 

returning to their classrooms refreshed and inspired to share their new-found knowledge with their students and EE 

providers who reach thousands of contacts through educational programming. Whether you attend the conference, set 

up an exhibit about your organization or help out with a sponsorship, we at EEAA need your support! 

Take a look at the sponsorship levels (attached) and see what you or your organization might be able to do to help 

make this amazing event happen.  You may go to the website to register or print the form and mail it to us.  Please 

submit your sponsorship registration by February 1, 2019… but if you are like me, do it to-

day so that you don’t put it on a backburner and forget! 

All participants must make their own lodging arrangements for the conference through Cheaha 

State Park. Go to https://www.alapark.com/cheaha-state-park or call 256-488-5115. Your regis-

tration will be covered for one or two people, depending on your sponsorship level.  

Let me tell you about just two of the special programs that EEAA sponsors throughout the year…  

Mountains to the Gulf Expedition – a week-long trip around Alabama with some of the best scientists in         
geology, hydrology, and ecology to help teachers connect to this state and its natural wonders. 

 

Professional Development scholarships – The funds earned during our auction at the annual conference are 
available for teachers to apply for scholarships to attend workshops and conferences to continue learning 
about EE. 

Have a fantabulous day! Please contact me with any questions. I will be in touch with you as soon as I see you 

have registered as a sponsor or exhibitor. We’ll see you at Cheaha State Park! 

Happy Trails, 

 

Margaret Johnston 
EEAA Board member  
McDowell Environmental Education Programs 
205-522-1500          
105 Delong Rd, Nauvoo, AL 35578 

 WANTED:                                                                            

CONFERENCE SPONSORS/EXHIBITORS 

https://www.alapark.com/cheaha-state-park
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Sponsorship/Exhibitor Levels 

  

The easiest way to connect with us is to go to https://tinyurl.com/2019EEAA to select your level of spon-
sorship and to register for the conference.  You may also fill out the form below and mail it to us at EEAA, 
Maggie Johnston, 105 Delong Rd, Nauvoo, AL 35578. 

 Conference Sponsor ($2,000.00 or more contribution)  

   Conference Sponsor includes: 

    - Recognition banner  

    - Recognition in conference materials and on EEAA website for an entire year  

    - Recognition at the award banquet  

    - Exhibit booth space at the conference 

    - 2 Complimentary registrations  

    - Pride of having sponsored the greatest EE organization in all the land! 

 

Sponsorship of BEEP Awards ($1,500.00 contribution)  

   Best Environmental Education Program (BEEP) Award Sponsor includes: 

    - Recognition in conference materials   

    - Recognition at the award banquet  

    - Exhibit booth space at the conference 

    - 2 Complimentary registrations  

    - Pride of having sponsored some amazing educators who win awards! 

 

Gold Level ($500.00 contribution) 

   Gold Level Support includes: 

    - Recognition in the conference material  

    - Exhibit booth space at the conference 

    - 2 Complimentary registrations 

 

Green Level ($250.00 contribution) 

   Green Level Support includes: 

    - Recognition in the conference material  

    - Exhibit booth space at the conference 

    - 1 Complimentary registration 

Exhibitor ($200.00 contribution) 

   Exhibitor includes:  

    - Exhibit booth space at the conference 

    - 1 Complimentary registration  
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EEAA Conference Sponsor/Exhibitor 
February 28- March 2, 2019 

 
 

AGENCY/ORGANIZATION NAME: __________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: ____________________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ___________________ 

Contact Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact phone number (cell preferred): (    ____ ) _____ 

________________________________________________                           

Contact email address: ______ ____________________________________________________________________                  

WOULD YOU LIKE AN EXHIBIT BOOTH SPACE:          YES [   ]  NO [  ] 
 
EQUIPMENT NEEDS FOR EXHIBIT: 
 
   _____ Table (one table, not draped)  _____ No table needed, just an 8' area for display space 
  
   _____ Chair(s)  _____ Access to electrical outlet  
 
   _____ Other, please specify _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
WILL A REPRESENTATIVE BE ATTENDING OUR CONFERENCE: YES [   ] NO [  ] 
 
Please complete below for the folks who will be attending the conference as your organizations representative.  
Conference Sponsors, BEEP Sponsors and Gold level sponsors may have two representatives!  

 
Representative #1 (Green level and Exhibitor level)            
        
Name_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Personal Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Personal Phone_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Personal Email_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Representative #2 (Conference Sponsor, BEEP Sponsor and Gold level)                             
 
Name________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Personal Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Personal Phone________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Personal Email_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Please return this form with your support contribution (made 
payable to EEAA) to:        
EEAA, Maggie Johnston 
105 Delong Rd. 
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2019 BEEP Award – Request for Nominations  
 

Do you know of an individual or program that you would like to recognize for the 
impact they are having within the state of Alabama in the area of environmental 
education (EE)?  

 

Consider making a nomination for the 2019 Best Environmental Education Program 
(BEEP) awards! 
 

There are five categories of BEEP Awards:  

• Best School Project 

• Best Environmental Education School Course or Curriculum 

• Best Environmental Education Community Project 

• Best Environmental Educator (must be nominated by someone other than him    
 or herself) 

• The Jeffrey Scott Hughes Lifetime Achievement in Environmental Education 
 Award 

Additional information, as well as the application for these awards, can be found 
on our website at https://goo.gl/forms/GpZzliHTj4dRW25Y2 . Applications must be 
postmarked by January 11, 2019. BEEP awards will be presented at the annual con-
ference held February 28-March 2, 2019, at Cheaha State Park.  

Any questions, email: EEAA.BEEP@gmail.com  

 

           Past BEEP Award Recipients  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgoo.gl%2fforms%2fGpZzliHTj4dRW25Y2&c=E,1,oPJoMZU7iAWZTGf8aybZYwNtGx_tatjegz6Y0vYA2gv6CUirbYCU5ZNwZmUpimDxQbOE5ZHkAWVn1kapZyPYtN57czxJYxN9YI0DQyKOv_wrWCUbkH0F&typo=1
mailto:EEAA.BEEP@gmail.com
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We hope that you will join us for the  

2019 EEAA Conference  

at 

Cheaha State Park 

February 28 – March 2, 2019 

19644 Hwy. 281, Delta, AL 36258 

REGISTER TODAY!!! 

YOU COULD BE HERE!!! 
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News... 
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Steve Jones is the Thursday night keynote speaker at our     

annual conference. Steve writes an amazing, nature-inspired 

blog. Here is a sample of his recent works: 
 

“Special Skies as Fall Yields to December” 

http://stevejonesgbh.com/2018/12/09/special-skies-as-fall-

yields-to-december/ 

 

“Late November at Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge — 

Tree Magic” 

http://stevejonesgbh.com/2018/12/11/late-november-at-

wheeler-national-wildlife-refuge-tree-magic/ 

 

Read more of Steve’s work and sign up for blog up-

dates at: 

http://stevejonesgbh.com/blog/ 
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EEAA receives Grant from CarMax Foundation 

EEAA Board Member Susan Caplow and her husband, Arthur 
Herbert, were awarded a CarMax Foundation Grant to match 
their hours of service for EEAA. The CarMax Foundation gener-
ously matches nonprofit volunteer hours worked by its employ-
ees and their spouses with funds for the nonprofit organization 
to use as they see fit; EEAA received $1350 as part of this pro-
gram. Susan is an Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies 
at University of Montevallo, and Arthur was a buyer at CarMax 
until recently; now he is pursuing a master’s degree in Elemen-
tary Education at University of Montevallo. 
 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

 

THANK YOU, SUSAN, ARTHUR, AND CARMAX!!! 
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EEAA Receives Grant Funding 
from  

Alabama Association of RC & D Councils 

 
 EEAA board members Shirley Farrell and Shelly Taliaferro submitted 

a grant proposal to the Alabama Association of R, C, and D Councils that has 

been funded in the amount of $17,325 . This grant will help pay for the 2019 

EEAA conference at Cheaha State Park and will fund a pre-conference EE 

workshop for teachers, entitled “Campus Critters—Exploring Schoolyard Bio-

diversity.” At the pre-conference workshop, educators will participate in a 

variety of hands-on EE activities and will leave with a crate filled with won-

derful EE curricula and teaching tools for their classroom.  

 The pre-conference workshop is limited to 30 educators. The cost of 

the pre-conference workshop (workshop only) is $25, to cover lunch and 

snacks. For nine lucky educators (one from each of the RC&D Councils) FULL 

scholarships are available. These scholarships cover the pre-conference 

workshop, registration and lodging costs for the entire annual conference, 

transportation to/from Cheaha State Park,  and a substitute teacher for the 

classroom!     

 We are grateful to the Alabama Association of R,C, & D Councils for 

supporting EEAA and for providing this opportunity for educators! To regis-

ter for the pre-conference workshop and/or apply for a full scholarship , see 

details, page  4. 
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University of Montevallo Environmental Education Course  
Partners with Alabama Organizations  

for  
Hands-on Learning Experiences 

As environmental education is all about experiences, students at University of Montevallo work with 
local partners to practice EE first-hand. EEAA Board Member and UM Assistant Professor of Environ-
mental Studies, Dr. Susan Caplow, teaches an environmental education course in which students part-
ner with local environmental education organizations to write and present original curriculum. Dr. 
Caplow believes it’s good recruiting for the EE profession to get students out in the field early: “My 
students develop curriculum to meet the needs of real-world organizations, and they deliver those 
programs for real on-site audiences. This assignment helps them learn what it’s like to work in these 
settings, network for internships or jobs, and realize that public speaking in the real world is less in-
timidating than they imagined!” 

This semester, the students developed education programs for the Cahaba Environmental Center and 
the Friends of Birmingham Botanical Gardens. In previous semesters, students have worked for Oak 
Mountain State Park, Birmingham Zoo, and Ebenezer Swamp Ecological Preserve @UM. Brooke 
McMinn, Director of Education and Visitor Experience at the Friends of Birmingham Botanical Gar-
dens, said this about working with UM students: “The students obviously put a great deal of time and 
effort into researching and creating their program for The Gardens. I was excited to see what they 
developed and to help them share their messages on plant blindness and population ecology with our 
visitors. I believe they are important messages for the public to hear and are particularly relevant to 
our setting and our organizational mission. I also believe it’s equally important for students like these 
to have a public platform where they can hone their education and interpretation skills and I’m 
thrilled that The Gardens can be that place for these champions of the environment!”  
 
In addition to working with clients, the students also got to experience residential environmental edu-
cation firsthand during an overnight field trip to Camp McDowell. Students were able to shadow pro-
grams at both the McDowell Environmental Center and the McDowell Farm School. Despite some 
cold and rainy weather, the students very much enjoyed the chance to see top-notch educators in 
action AND to get out into the forest, a welcome break from the regular classroom setting. 
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University of Montevallo Environmental Education Course  
Partners with Alabama Organizations  

for  
Hands-on Learning Experiences 

(continued) 
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Classroom in the Forest  
by  

Kimberly Murray 
 

There are six “Classroom in the Forest” field trips at Munford Schools 
each year and  several board members from EEAA get to share their 
love of environmental education with the visiting schools. The age of the 
visitors range from Pre-K-12th grade. Not only are the EEAA board 
members teaching at stations but they are joined by the Alabama For-
estry Commission, US Forest Service, Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, Alabama TREASURE Forest Association, and Munford High 
School students. The Classroom in the Forest has two goals: 
 

• To educate students and their teachers about multiple use man-
agement of our forest resources and show how important private and 
public landowners are in the management of these valuable re-
sources.   

 

• To involve private landowners and stakeholders in the education 
of our youth, other landowners, and the general public about the im-
portance of good stewardship of our natural resources. 

 
During the field trips, the students learn about the importance of Long-
leaf, the role of the Alabama Forestry Commission in the county, the im-
portance of water quality, they go fishing, and visit with a few animals 
brought in from Cheaha State Park. The stations are designed to en-
courage critical thinking and problem-solving about environmental edu-
cation plus provide a hands-on field-based experience. 
 
Thanks to a “More Kids in the Woods” grant from the US Forest Service, 
each visiting also school gets $1,000 to construct outdoor classroom  
areas on their own campus. We are thrilled with the success of the pro-
gram and are looking forward to applying for another “More Kids in the 
Woods” grant so we can continue to teach students throughout Alabama 
the importance of good stewardship of our natural resources. 
 



 24 

Classroom in the Forest  
(continued) 
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New Salamander Species Described! 

The reticulated siren, a large species of salamander, found in Alabama 

and Florida, has recently been described.  

Learn about this amazing animal through this article from The Revela-

tor: 

https://therevelator.org/giant-salamander-discovered/?

utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=no57 
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Save-the-Dates... 
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PRE-FESTIVAL 

ACTIVITIES  
DECATUR, ALABAMA 

FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES  
 

SHUTTLE SERVICE 
(Please note: parking at the refuge will only be for handicapped or disabled.) 

Take a “Flight” on the Festival of the Cranes Shuttle Service!! Only $2 round trip ! 

Pickup point at the Princess Theatre downtown starting from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM, Jan. 12-13, 2019! 

Wristbands can be purchased in advance at the NARCOG Transit office located at 401 2nd Ave SE, or on the day of the event at the shuttle 

access points. Shuttle wristbands allow each person who purchases one, unlimited rides to and from the event site and will allow for easy 

access when leaving the event. Wristbands may be purchased before the event at the NARCOG Transit Office, located at 401 2nd Ave SE, 

Decatur, AL. Office hours are 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday. Correct change must be used. Office staff and drivers do not have 

change and do not accept debit or credit cards. This service is open to the  public and does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, 

ethnicity, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation,   gender expression, age, height, weight, physical or mental ability, veteran status, 

military obligations, and marital status. Deviations within one mile of the shuttle route can be made upon request by calling NARCOG Transit, 

at least three days in advance of the event, at 256-580-2088. 

 

2019 FESTIVAL OF THE CRANES 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
All events are FREE to the public unless otherwise noted. 

Community Partner activities can take place before, during and after 

the actual festival dates at WNWR. 

www.fws.gov/wheeler | friendsofwheelerrefuge.com | facebook.com/wheelernwrcomplex 

 
 

DECEMBER 18, 2018 - JANUARY 31, 2019 
Time TBA • WNWR / Atkeson Cypress Trail 

StoryWalk® on the Atkeson Cypress Trail behind the Visitor’s Center at Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge.  

Song for the Whooping Crane by Eileen Spinelli. 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 2019 
6:30 PM • Decatur Public Library / Main Area 

504 Cherry St NE, Decatur, AL 35601 | www.mydpl.org 

Wild About Whooping Cranes. Free program presented by Lexington Eiler -Whooping Crane Outreach Program Assistant, 

INTERNATIONAL CRANE FOUNDATION. 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2019 
6-7 PM • Alabama Center for the Arts / Performing Arts Recital Hall 

133 2nd Ave NE, Decatur, AL 35601 | www.alabamacenterforthearts.org 

Film showing of Journey of the Whooping Crane with special guest speaker and film producer, Rhett Turner. 
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Festival of the Cranes Events: 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019 

 
6:30 AM • Sunrise Breakfast at the Refuge / Classroom 

The early birders get the biscuits! Come out and enjoy a good breakfast with other hearty souls in the Visitor Center classroom 

before joining former Refuge Manager Dwight Cooley on an early morning birding walk. Watch the cranes and other waterfowl arriving in 

the fields to begin their day of feeding and loafing. The Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association will be providing and serving the Jack’s 6th Ave-

nue sausage biscuit, breakfast pastry, coffee and orange juice. 

$5.00 per person and all proceeds benefit future refuge programs. 

 

Opening Saturday Morning • High School Students Crane Art Show • Old State Bank Museum 

925 Bank St NE, Decatur, AL 35601 | www.decaturparks.com 

High school students crane art show M-F from January 12 - March 15, 2019 at the Old State Bank. 

 

All Day... 

Visit the Observation Building to view thousands of Sandhill cranes, along with several Whooping cranes, ducks, geese, raptors and perhaps 

a bald eagle from the comfort of the heated building. There are bleachers and spotting scopes available along with volunteers and staff 

standing by to answer all your questions. 

 

8 AM • Birding 101 / Meet at the VC information desk. 

Join members of the Alabama Ornithological Society/Tennessee Valley Audubon Society for a beginner course in birding. Learn the basics of 

birding, as you walk along the grounds of the Visitor Center. 

 

9 AM • David Akoubian Bear Woods Photography Workshop /Auditorium 

David has been a photographer since 1972 when his father presented him with his first camera, but his career in photography started in 

1992. David learned his craft originally as a painter and from his father who shares his love of nature and photography. Early in his career, he 

traveled with, learned from and taught beside some of the masters of nature photography including John Shaw, Art Wolfe, Galen Rowell, 

Bryan Peterson, Pat O’Hara, and Rod Planck. David has been teaching photography, since 1994, in the classroom, and leading workshops 

around the United States. 

 

9–10:30 AM • Children’s Activities / Classroom 

Calling all kids (regardless of age) to join in the fun educational activities – create a crane mask, crane puppet and crane origami. 

Visit with the FWS Blue Goose and the ICF Whooping Crane mascots. 

 

9 -11 AM • Alabama Center for the Arts / Visual Arts building 3M Room 

133 2nd Ave NE, Decatur, AL 35601 | www.alabamacenterforthearts.org 

The ACA is pleased to offer Creating Nature from Paper, a free hands-on art activity limited to 20 participants on a first come, first served 

basis. All supplies are provided. Participants will create two cranes and two types of flowers in this two-hour class. 

 

9 AM-3 PM • Alabama Center for the Arts / Visual Arts building Walking Gallery 

133 2nd Ave NE, Decatur, AL 35601 | www.alabamacenterforthearts.org 

The Alabama Center for the Arts 5th Annual Juried Festival of the Cranes Exhibition, January 12-February 22, 2019, with special weekend 

hours on Saturday, January 12, 9am-3pm. 

 

10 AM-3 PM • Carnegie Visual Arts Center 

207 Church St NE, Decatur, AL 35601 | www.carnegiearts.org 

Crane Journal Workshop: Doug Baulos will be leading a free workshop at the Carnegie Visual Arts Center where participants will create and 

experiment with a variety of handmade paper to create a small book examining Whooping cranes. This workshop is come and go and is 

open to the public. Recommended for participants 12 yrs. And older. The Carnegie is an official stop on the Crane Shuttle tour bus. 
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Festival of the Cranes Events: 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019 (continued) 
 

10:30 AM and 3 PM • President Theodore Roosevelt as portrayed by Joe Wiegand / Auditorium 

Joe Wiegand entertains audiences nationwide with his reprisal of President Theodore Roosevelt. As a one-man theater show, Joe’s T.R. 

shares stories full of adventure, laughter, and inspiration. T.R. will be in character throughout the day. 

 

11 AM - 1 PM • Domino’s Pizza Lunch with drink and dessert, sponsored by WWRA /Classroom 

$5.00 per person and all proceeds benefit future refuge programs. Have a good lunch and help support the Wheeler Wildlife  Refuge Associ-

ation. 

 

11 AM & 1:30 PM • Auburn University Southeastern Raptor Center Presentation/ Princess Theater 

The Southeastern Raptor Center presents its educational program to teach about birds of prey. You can see the birds up close while learning 

about habitats, conservation and ecology. Hawks, eagles, falcons, and owls will educate and excite audiences of all ages. 

 

12 PM Discovering Alabama Whooping Crane Video / Auditorium 

The beauty of cranes over-wintering at Wheeler NWR and North Alabama may be beyond the reach of words; they are not, however, be-

yond the reach of the camera. Join Dr. Doug Phillips for a very personal - and beautiful - visit with North America’s tallest and one of its most 

endangered birds. 

 

1:30-3 PM • Children’s Activities in the Classroom continue 

 

1:30 PM • Michael Graham Allen, Flutist / Auditorium 

Michael Graham Allen is the principal flutist, composer, and founder of the band COYOTE OLDMAN. An early researcher and builder of an-

cient flutes of North America. M.G. Allen has been a professional flute maker since the mid 1970’s. 

 

6 PM • Ibex Puppetry Show • Princess Theatre • Admission 

112 2nd Ave NE, Decatur, AL 35601 | www.princesstheatre.org 

“Celebration of Flight” is a spectacle designed by Heather Henson. Giant dragonflies, cranes, and the spirits of the air will       descend to 

earth when called by drums and noisemakers of the audience. Families will play music, fly kites, and dance along with the creatures that fill 

our sky as part of the performance. Tickets: $5.00 plus fees for children and seniors and $10.00 plus fee for general admission. 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 

7:00 AM • Nature Walk / Meet at the Visitor Center information Desk 

Come early and join President Roosevelt on an early morning nature walk. 

 

9:00 AM • David Akoubian Bear Woods Photography Workshop / Classroom 

(See Saturday event for description.) 

 

9 AM • Michael Graham Allen, Flutist / Auditorium 

(See Saturday event for description.) 

 

10:30 AM • President Theodore Roosevelt as portrayed by Joe Wiegand / Auditorium 

(See Saturday event for description.) 

 

11 AM-3 PM • Carnegie Visual Arts Center 

207 Church St NE, Decatur, AL 35601 | www.carnegiearts.org 

Night After Night O’Moon by Doug Baulos 

(See Saturday event for description.) 

 

1:30 PM • Auburn University Southeastern Raptor Center Presentation / Princess Theater 
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Save the Date 

 

 

 

 

CLEAN WATER COUNTS! 

Alabama Water Rally  
March 15 – 17, 2019 

Camp Beckwith - Fairhope, Alabama 
  

Water Rally is THE premiere educational, networking and celebratory event 
for all Alabamians interested in advocating for Clean Water and in the pro-
tection of all of Alabama’s waterways. 

Whether it is bringing in new dollars for your local economy through ecotour-
ism opportunities, preventing the need for increased treatment of drinking 
water by protecting source waters, or ensuring ample water is available for all 
our communities’ needs including pollution dissemination, growing food, and 
generating electricity –clean water counts as an integral part of Alabama’s 
economy. Alabama Water Rally 2019 will focus on the economic benefits of 
clean water and the economic challenges that we face when clean water is 
not valued properly. 

Find out more at:  https://alabamarivers.org/ 

https://www.beckwithal.com/
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Miscellaneous... 
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And, a wonderful resource available through NAAEE is EEPro, 
an online platform for environmental education professional 
development and materials. Check it out—this is your link to EE 
jobs, grant funding opportunities, workshops, conferences,  
networking, EE blogs, and more! Anyone can join EEPro! 
 
https://naaee.org/eepro 
 

 

Here is the link to the NAAEE website for a TON of great national 
and international EE information:  

                              
https://naaee.org/ 

LOOK! 

https://naaee.org/eepro
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Are You a Member of EEAA? 

If not, you can join using the form below: 
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Sometimes, Money DOES Grow on Trees! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Development Funds Available for EEAA Members 
  

One of the benefits of EEAA membership is the opportunity for members to receive up to 

$250 per person, per 12 month period, to help fund professional development in the area of 

environmental education. Grant funding is available to support attendance at professional 

conferences and workshops.           

To apply, see next page. 
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Can We Talk? 
Do you have events, workshops, grant 
funding opportunities, field trips, re-
sources, awards, information, etc. that 
you would like advertised in the EEAA 
newsletter? If so, please email Shelly 
Taliaferro, newsletter editor, at:  
mtaliafe@aum.edu 
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN END-OF-THE-YEAR TAX DEDUCTION? 

If so, please consider supporting environmental education in Alabama, 
through a donation to EEAA’s online fundraising campaign.  

EEAA is excited to be a part of the annual crowdfunding campaign for the 
southeastern United States. In Alabama, we have raised $490, and throughout 
the southeast we have raised over $36, 000! This is the 2nd year EEAA has 
participated in this online campaign. We appreciate everyone who donated 
last year, and we hope that these donors, and others, will help us this 
year. The mission of EEAA is to enhance the abilities of formal and informal 
educators to connect people to the natural world, in order to foster responsi-
ble stewardship. The money raised online goes back to each state and will be 
used to continue to promote environmental education. Each of us on the 
board has a passion for environmental education and, through EEAA, we are 
able to reach many teachers and their students, thereby expanding environ-
mental literacy and stewardship, throughout the state. If you’d like to contrib-
ute to our online fundraising campaign, follow the link below, between now 
and January 2nd. We thank you, in advance, for supporting environmental  
education in Alabama! 

 

 

https://www.mightycause.com/team/Al4ee 

Show EEAA  

some love today! 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mightycause.com%2fteam%2fAl4ee&c=E,1,4VuRyrvUKe5rx_wEDYI_8TyaH7VszTi8IFHrEO21-7ArirhUt4dpSfhL1gls2NEl5J908OaDRVze7F2JW3ervL-RYc0IaKVQTEwkmySCRX0FZ40RAYQkCVc,&typo=1


 40 

 

 

Wishing you PEACE and JOY this holiday season. 


